Platelet [3H]imipramine binding in migraine and tension headache in relation to depression.
Platelet [3H]imipramine binding was measured in 40 migrainous (7 classical and 33 common) and 17 tension headache patients and in 28 normal controls. A significant reduction in Bmax was found in migraine compared with controls (p less than 0.05) but not in tension headache. In migraine, there was no significant relationship between Bmax and depression or anxiety score on the self-rating Hospital Anxiety and Depression (HAD) Scale, suggesting that the reduction in Bmax is a concomitant of migraine itself rather than a manifestation of associated depression. Preliminary evaluation using the Schedule of Affective Disorders and Schizophrenia-Lifetime Version (SADS-L) tended to confirm this conclusion.